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Q: What is BEAD? 
A: The Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program provides $42.45 billion to 
expand high-speed internet access by funding planning and infrastructure deployment. Idaho will 
receive a $583 million grant via the BEAD Program to improve broadband coverage across the 
state. BEAD Program requirements focus and prioritize this funding on unserved locations unable 
to obtain broadband service of at least 25 Megabits per second (Mbps) download and 3 Mbps 
upload (25/3 Mbps), underserved locations with broadband service between 25/3 Mbps and 
100/20 Mbps and 1 Gbps symmetric for Community Anchor Institutions (CAIs). Unserved or 
underserved locations that have received recent grant funding are not eligible for BEAD funding. 
 
Q: Who is an eligible applicant for Idaho BEAD funding? 
A: Eligible applicants include eligible broadband providers as defined by §40-517, Idaho Code, 
incorporated businesses or partnerships, non-profit organizations, limited liability companies, 
corporations, cooperative entities that provide broadband services, Idaho local or Tribal 
governments, or non-traditional providers (e.g., telecommunications provider, electric 
cooperative). 
 
Q: How long will BEAD subgrantees have to complete construction?  
A: Subgrantees will have 4 years from the date the agreement with the State is fully executed to 
complete construction. 
 
Q: Do I have to submit a pre-qualification application for each potential project? 
A: No, once your company is approved through the pre-qualification process you can submit for 
multiple projects in the subgrantee funding application phase.  
 
Q: When will BEAD subgrantee awards be determined?  
A: Idaho will provisionally select subgrantee awards and submit the selections to NTIA as part of 
the State’s Final Proposal. The IOB may choose to begin negotiating agreements prior to NTIA’s 
approval of the Final Proposal. Once NTIA approves the Final Proposal, Idaho will make final 
awards. 
 
Q: Is a BEAD Pre-qualification Application required to be able to apply for Idaho BEAD 
funding? 
A: Yes, all prospective subgrantees must submit a pre-qualification application. Participating in 
this pre-qualification phase is non-binding, but it is a required step in the BEAD funding 
application process. Please complete the pre-qualification application if you are unsure about 
your participation.  The pre-qualification application does not commit the applicant to anything. 
 
Q: When does the BEAD Pre-qualification Application portal open? 
A: The pre-qualification application portal opens on January 16, 2025, and closes on February 14, 
2025, at 11:59 pm MST. The grant application can be assessed here.  
 
Q: Can multiple users be set up under one Grant Portal account for the Idaho BEAD 
applications? 
A: No, only one username is allowed per subgrant applicant entity. However, username and 
password can be shared by the Grant Portal assigned contact at their discretion. An officer or 
legal representative of the applicant organization with binding authority must complete the Idaho 
BEAD Pre-qualification Application. 
 
Q: What happens if a required document does not upload correctly in the application? 
A: If you are not able to upload a file into the application, please contact 

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title40/T40CH5/SECT40-517/
https://idahocommerce.my.salesforce-sites.com/grants
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grants@commerce.idaho.gov. Applicants that have completed their applications but have not 
submitted completed required documents will be given seven calendar days from notification to 
resubmit, after which they may be disqualified. 
 
Q: Can any of the information submitted in the portal be treated as confidential? 
A. Applicants must designate the information considered confidential that applicants wish to 
exclude from disclosure in the event of an Idaho public record request. The IOB will review 
designated information to determine if it is exempt from relevant Idaho disclosure laws. Per all 
Idaho public record requests, the IOB will internally redact any confidential information. As per 
federal law, the IOB is prohibited from disclosing confidential or sensitive personal or business 
information created or obtained in connection with the BEAD program.  
 
Q: How are BEAD Pre-qualification Applications graded? 
A: The IOB and a third party will evaluate pre-qualification submissions on a pass/fail basis. Pre-
qualification applications will be reviewed by a third-party vendor for a period of up to 60 days 
after the pre-qualification application phase closes. Shortly thereafter, all applicants will be 
notified via email of their pass/fail status. Applicants who “pass” will be eligible to apply for Idaho 
BEAD funding. 
 
Q: Does an applicant need to supply a Letter of Credit Certification in the BEAD Pre-
Qualification Application? 
A: No, but prior to the final Idaho BEAD funding agreement, prospective subgrantees will be 
required to submit a letter from an eligible bank or credit union committing to issue an irrevocable 
standby letter of credit or a certified surety on federal bonds committing to issue the prospective 
subgrantee a performance bond. Submissions must meet the eligibility requirements consistent 
with those set forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.804(c) and NITA LOC Waiver Program Notice. Before an 
agreement is signed subgrantees will need to submit the letter of credit to the State. 
 
Q: Are audited financials required as part of the pre-qualification process? 
A: No, audited financials are accepted, but not required.  If audited financials are not available, 
the applicant must provide an official letter from an accredited entity explaining that the applicant 
has engaged in discussions pertaining to the auditing of the applicant’s financials upon 
provisional award of a BEAD grant and must be completed in advance of the final execution of a 
BEAD grant agreement. 
 
Q: Can a subsidiary entity submit its parent company's audited financial statements to 
satisfy this requirement? 
A: Yes, an applicant may rely upon its parent organization's audited financial statements to meet 
the requirement. 
 
Q: How can I set up a time to meet with the IOB? 
A: The Idaho Office of Broadband (IOB) will host weekly office hours throughout the pre-
qualification phase. Sign up for open office hours at: https://linkup.idaho.gov/beadsubgrantee/ 
or request an individual meeting via email at: broadband@commerce.idaho.gov. 
 
Q: Provide a list of business and technical certifications and licenses relevant to BEAD   
funding participation that the applicant holds nationally and in Idaho. 
A: When applying for BEAD funding, relevant business and technical certifications and licenses 
that could strengthen an application on a national scale include: 

• Technical Expertise: 
o Fiber Optic Certifications (e.g., Certified Fiber Optic Technician - CFOT) 
o Network Certifications (e.g., Cisco Certified Network Associate - CCNA, Network+) 

mailto:grants@commerce.idaho.gov
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-47/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-54
https://www.ntia.gov/funding-programs/internet-all/broadband-equity-access-and-deployment-bead-program/program-documentation/letter-credit-waiver
https://linkup.idaho.gov/beadsubgrantee/
mailto:broadband@commerce.idaho.gov
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o Wireless Network Certifications (if applicable) 
o Data Center Certifications (if relevant) 
o GIS (Geographic Information Systems) Proficiency 

• Project Management: 
o Project Management Professional (PMP) 

• Business and Compliance: 
o General Contractor License  
o Telecommunications License  
o OSHA Safety Training Certification 
o Environmental Compliance Certifications  

 
These certifications demonstrate a commitment to broadband deployment, network infrastructure, 
project management, and compliance with relevant regulations. Highlighting these areas in an 
application can be instrumental in showing readiness and capability to manage the project scope 
effectively. 
 
Q: My company has two DBAs with their own EIN# that would like to apply for projects. 
Can they both register under one pre-qualification application? 
A: No, if they have their own EINs, and will be applying for projects separately, they need to each 
have their own pre-qualification application submitted.  
 
 
 
 


