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Open Office Hours Update

Agenda
• BoB Round 2

• Application Window
• Letter of Commitment
• Tribal Consent
• Audited Financials

• Link Up Idaho
• Scoring 
• Project Design
• APA/BSL Template
• BSL Exclusions
• FAQ and Resources



Round 2: 

Tuesday 8/26 @12:00 Noon MT – Tuesday 9/2 @ 12:00 Noon MT
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• 7-calendar-day application window

• Open to all 40 applicants who successfully passed the BEAD 
Prequalification phase

• Limited to 305 APAs that did not receive Round 1 
submissions from more than one technology type

• No application curing due to compressed timeline

Applications will only be accepted for the predetermined APAs, and not the entire state.



Letter of Commitment
Q#43

If the Letter of Commitment for the 
letter of credit or performance bond is 
not available from the financial 
institution at the time of application 
submission, it is due no later than 9 
business days after the BEAD 
application window opens. 

DUE 9/10/25

Audited Financial Statements
If you did not submit audited financial 
statements during Prequalification 
Application, they are still due no later 
than 66 calendar days after the BEAD 
Round 1 application window opened. 

DUE 9/19/25

Tribal Consent
Q#48

IOB has been notified of a 
forthcoming Programmatic Waiver 
from NTIA related to tribal 
consent that will extend the 
written tribal consent 
requirement from being needed 
prior to the submittal of the Final 
Proposal to now being required at 
the time of subgrantee agreement 
signing. 
(Details about Tribal consent are in 
IOB IPV2 Section 2.4.8)

DUE Prior to Subgrantee 
Agreement

Email documentation to IdahoBEAD@mbakerintl.com

Round 2: 
Tuesday 8/26 @12:00 Noon MT – Tuesday 9/2 @ 12:00 Noon MT
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mailto:IdahoBEAD@mbakerintl.com


Grant Portal

• Prequal & Funding Applications

• Application Guides, Templates & 
Resources on Link Up Idaho

(https://linkup.idaho.gov/beadsubgrantee/)
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https://linkup.idaho.gov/beadsubgrantee/


Open Office Hours Update

BEAD APA Map 4.0 

Click to go to Map 4.0

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3a16e756139948888232570168c86f72/#data_s=id%3AdataSource_1-197b2fb18f6-layer-90-197eab125f7-layer-94%3A460965


States Must Consider “Priority Broadband Projects” (PBP) first.
The term “Priority Broadband Project” is restored to the IIJA definition with no preference for any specific 
technology:

1. Provide broadband service at speeds of no less than 100 Mbps download and 20 Mbps upload.
2. Has latency less than or equal to 100 ms.
3. Can easily scale speeds over time to meet the evolving connectivity needs of households and businesses.
4. Supports the deployment of 5G, successor wireless technologies, and other advanced services.

Subgrantee Selection: 
Complying with the Policy Notice

7June 2025 NTIA Updates
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Criterion Description Maximu
m Points

Applications will be 
evaluated based on 
the minimal BEAD 
outlay for APAs in the 
applicant’s proposal. 

The minimal BEAD 
outlay is based on 
the lowest subsidy 
requested for each 
APA divided by the 
number of BSLs 
proposed to be 
served in that APA. 

Minimal 
BEAD 
Program 
Outlay

Lowest average 
cost per location in 
proposed 
application project 
area after match

55

Scoring Matrix | Primary Criteria
2025 Policy Notice

Idaho’s Matrix



Description Maximum 
Points

Deployment schedule commitment < 24 months 5
Deployment schedule commitment 25-35 months 4
Deployment schedule commitment 36-41 months 3
Deployment schedule commitment 42-47 months 2
Deployment schedule commitment = 48 months 0
Download Speed:
> 5G 10

2G -5G 8
1G - 2G 5
700-999 Mbps 4
401-699 Mbps 3
250-400 Mbps 2
101-249 Mbps 1
Upload Speed:
>5G 10
2G-5G 8
1G - 2G 5
650-999 Mbps 4
250-649 Mbps 3
100-249 Mbps 2
21-99 Mbps 1
Latency
Less than 10 ms 10
10-20 ms 7
21-35 ms 5
36-50 ms 3
51-65 ms 1
Scalability
> 5G 10
2G-4G 8
2G/2G 5
Scalability Stated to 1G/1G 3
Scalability Stated to 500/500 Mbps 1

Speed to Deployment 
The prospective subgrantee’s binding 
commitment to provide service by a date certain 
that is earlier than four years after the date on 
which the subgrantee will receive the subgrant 
from the State. Failure to comply with this 
commitment will result in contractual penalties. 
Greater consideration can be awarded to 
prospective subgrantees promising an earlier 
service provision date.

Important note: Secondary Scoring Criteria, 
which can only consist of criteria related to 
“Speed to Deployment” and “Speed of Network 
and other Technical Capabilities,” is only triggered 
when there are multiple applications proposing to 
serve the same project area(s) and those 
applications propose per-BSL costs within 15% of 
each other.

Scoring Matrix | 
Secondary Criteria
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Idaho’s Matrix
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Project Design
IOB will be looking for applicants to submit their best project design in each 
application. Applicants are required to provide detailed information to support 
their funding requests using several different categories:

- Proposed Project Area with the goal to maximize the number of BSLs 
included in the project

- Project Budget with a detailed break-down of cost categories 

- Project Deployment Timeline broken down by key project milestones 
including planning, design, procurement, permitting, and more.

- Network Route Diagram to show technical and operational 
performance, scalability, and reliability; use of industry best practices; 
a comprehensive design;  knowledge of the existing facilities; and the 
best use of funding for a successful deployment

- Technical Questions on scalability, reliability, equipment-types, and 
capacity

- Technology -Specific Questions to support network performance 
claims and funding requests

NOTE: The IOB reserves the 
right to require additional 
information regarding the 
proposed network’s ability 
to meet BEAD performance 
standards and may issue 
future guidance 
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BSL/APA Template
1. Use the correct template

2. DO NOT modify the existing template in 
any way – including overwriting, altering, 
or editing
• It renders your data invalid
• There is no curing for Round 2 – take your time 

and complete the BSL/APA template correctly

3. Sign up for BSL Template Assistance
• 1-on-1 opportunities for applicants to walk 

through the APA/BSL Template with MBI
• Thursday & Friday from 11am – 3 pm MT 

for 15 minutes each
•  If interested, please email 

IdahoBEAD@mbakerintl.com to make an 
appointment.

mailto:IdahoBEAD@mbakerintl.com


BSL Exclusions
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• Applicants are strongly encouraged to design their 
proposed project to serve all eligible BSLs

• To support projects in high-cost areas, an applicant 
may identify up to 5% of the BSLs within each APA 
included in a proposed project that it prefers not to 
serve. 

• These designated BSLs may include, but are not 
exclusive to, eligible BSLs in NTIA-designated high-
cost census block groups.

• Applicants may also identify BSLs that they believe 
are no longer “eligible” BSLs under the BEAD 
Program rules and request not to serve. 

(Review NTIA FAQs Sections 2 and 3: https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/technical-assistance/BEAD_FAQs)



BSL Application Questions
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Question # Question Notes

13

Brief Proposed Project Description (to be posted on the Link Up 
Idaho website). Include the APA identifier(s), number of eligible 
BSLs to be served, planned technology type, proposed speeds, 
match amount, and BEAD grant funds requested.

17-21 Number of Passings (Eligible Broadband Serviceable Locations 
(BSLs) in the proposed project area to be served with BEAD funding)

“Passings” are BSLs that the applicant commits to serve with 
BEAD funding. Questions 18-21 require the applicant to 
provide a further breakdown of the total passings

23 Project Area and BSL Template. Please complete and upload the 
Project Area and BSL Template. 

Applicants are required to complete the second, third, and 
fourth tabs. Eligible Locations Reference tab of the template: 
Applicants will use the pre-populated list in the Eligible 
Locations Reference tab to copy and paste the BSLs for each 
APA into the BSL Worksheet tab. 

24-26
Prefer Not to Serve BSLs: Total number of BSLs in the proposed 
project area that applicant has identified as high-cost and would 
prefer not to serve. If none, please put “0.”

Applicants are strongly encouraged to serve all BSLs in the 
project area. However, the Project Area and BSL Template 
allows applicants to identify up to five percent of the BSLs in 
each APA in the project area as “prefer not to serve.”

40-41 Total Project Cost per Eligible BSL Passing - AND - 
BEAD Requested Funding Cost per Eligible BSL Passing 

Provide the calculated cost per passing (unserved, 
underserved, and CAI BSLs) for the proposed project, and 
calculate a cost-per-passing using only the amount of 
requested funding from the Idaho BEAD Program.



Questions?
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