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Environmental & Historic Preservation (EHP) 
Request for Information (RFI) 
July 30, 2026  

Introduction 

The Idaho Office of Broadband (IOB) requests your assistance in completing an Environmental & 

Historic Preservation (EHP) Request for Information (RFI). This request requires submitting 

information for each of your awarded projects to initiate the Broadband Equity, Access, and 

Deployment (BEAD) environmental review process.  

What is the EHP RFI and how will it be collected? 
The EHP RFI collects baseline information to initiate a (National Environmental Policy Act) NEPA 

review for each awarded BEAD project. The IOB will manage this process through the National 

Telecommunications and Information Administration’s (NTIA’s) Environmental Screening and 

Permitting Tracking Portal (ESAPTT).  

For more information on NEPA requirements for BEAD, refer to the NTIA presentation: Guidance on 

NTIA National Environmental Policy Act Compliance (June 2025) 

Subgrantees will submit EHP RFI responses into a Survey Form linked below.   

How will the EHP RFI responses be used? 
After the response submission, IOB will: 

• Analyze each project’s preliminary network design using NTIA’s ArcGIS Pro Permitting 

and Environmental Information Tool (APPEIT) to identify potential environmental constraints 

• Conduct a manual review. A NEPA-qualified professional will perform a manual review of 

each project to identify those that may benefit from being divided into NEPA Project Areas 

(see description below) and determine appropriate points for those divisions. 

• Notify you when screening results are complete. Once projects are screened through 

APPEIT, a CSV file with the APPEIT screening results will be emailed to each subgrantee. 

Along with comments regarding the potential division of a NEPA Project Area. 

• Offer an optional meeting with subgrantees to discuss screening results together and 

determine if your projects should be subdivided into multiple NEPA Project Areas. 

• Submit NEPA Project Areas to NTIA’s ESAPTT.  

What is a NEPA Project Area? 

A NEPA Project Area is the full geographic footprint of everything needed to build and complete a 

project. It includes construction-related data for your awarded BEAD project, such as: 

• The proposed route and facilities (fiber, towers, etc.) as well as any existing infrastructure 

that will be utilized by the project 

https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/NTIA_NEPA_Procedures_June_2025.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/NTIA_NEPA_Procedures_June_2025.pdf
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• Associated existing infrastructure and connections 

• Groundbreaking and installation zones 

• Temporary and permanent access roads outside of rights-of-way (ROW) 

• Laydown and staging/preparation areas 

• Central office equipment installations 

• Existing maintained utility ROW 

• Standard broadband construction parameters 

By default, the entire awarded project is considered a single NEPA Project area; however, a project 

may be divided into multiple NEPA Project Areas if: 

1. A portion of the awarded project area may cause direct or indirect physical, environmental, or 

cultural impacts, and 

2. That portion has ‘independent utility,’ meaning it can function on its own without relying on 

other segments of the network.  

Who will identify NEPA Project Areas? 
The IOB, along with a NEPA-qualified professional, will be responsible for recommending projects 

that may benefit from being divided into multiple NEPA Project Areas. Recommendations will be 

provided to subgrantees via email. Subgrantees will have an opportunity to review the 

recommendations and indicate whether they agree or disagree with the proposed project area 

divisions. While the IOB and NEPA team will provide guidance, the final decision on whether to 

divide a project into multiple NEPA Project Areas will rest with the subgrantee.  

Uploading EHP RFI Documentation 

Upload all requested information into the Survey Intake Form. 

 

Data Request 

The link above contains the following questions.  

1. Environmental Contact Information 
Provide the following information for the primary contact who will handle all NEPA, EHP, and 

ESAPTT-related questions on your behalf: 

• First name 

• Last name 

• Company 

• Title 

• Email 

• Phone Number 

• Project ID 

 

https://arcg.is/1zCDPj1
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2. Project Design Files 
To support the submission of project design files, please download the ZIP file with the 

templates and schema information. 

This ZIP file contains:  

• Empty schemas for Tower Points, Wireline Points (for fiber or cable assets), and 

Wireline Polylines.  

• Two file type options: shapefiles or ESRI File Geodatabase layers. Only one file type 

needs to be filled out – whichever file type best suits your workflow. 

• Geospatial Schema Reference Document – a data dictionary defining required data 

for the GIS templates. It specifies field names, data types, and descriptions for use 

when creating each project’s geospatial files.  

 

Using the selected GIS template, create a Network/Outside Plant Map that includes the 

requested data defined in the Technology(ies) in your project as follows:  

• Fiber segments: Include data defined in the "Wireline Scheme Points" and 

the “Wireline Scheme Polyline” tabs (including fiber backhaul for wireless 

networks). 

o Classify backbone fiber and lateral fiber segments within the attribute table 

“Wireline Schema Polylines.” Distinguish between ground-disturbing and 

non-ground-disturbing segments.  

o Identify ground furniture and network equipment installed as part of the 

project (e.g., electronic cabinets, junction boxes, central offices, setting of 

new poles) within the attribute table titled “Wireline Schema Points.” 

 

• Wireless Tower locations: Include data defined in the Tower Schema Points 

Tab. 

o Include data defined in the “Tower Schema Points” tab of the Data 

Dictionary.  

o Identify ground furniture that will be installed as a part of the project within the 

attribute table titled “Wireline Schema Points.”  

 

Provide network design files and tower location data for all proposed infrastructure 

included in the project. If the project will also utilize existing fiber infrastructure, tower 

assets, middle-mile facilities, or other previously deployed network components, 

provide the corresponding existing network design files and tower data. 

 

Upload the Shapefile or Geodatabase template. You may select the GIS 

template option that best meets your requirements. 

• Each file should be compressed into a ZIP file prior to submission.  

• Name the file: [<last 4 digits Project ID>_EHPRFI_NETDES_MMDDYY]  

• Each unique project should be submitted within its own unique ZIP file. For example, 

if you have five projects, you should submit five separate files.  

 

https://linkup.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Final_Design_Data_Schema.gdb_.zip
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3. Project Information 
As required to support NTIA environmental review, upload a Word document describing the 

scope, location, and nature of anticipated construction activities, as applicable to the project 

and its technology(s). This information will be used to evaluate potential environmental 

impacts and determine applicable permitting and compliance requirements. 

Please include the following details:  

• Description of the project setting (e.g., developed land, agricultural land, forested 

area, adjacent to waterbody, etc.). 

• Whether the project will utilize existing fiber, conduit, poles, towers, or other 

infrastructure. 

• Estimated number of utility poles affected or involved, as applicable. 

• For tower deployments, include tower type (Monopole, Lattice, etc.), and dimensions 

(structure height and overall height). 

• Project limits of each segment or location, including length and width in relation to 

existing ROW or area.  

• Detailed description of the construction techniques (depth and location of any 

underground, trenching, aerial placement, etc.) and construction of new poles or 

towers.  

• Detailed description of any other anticipated ground-disturbing activity in the ROW 

and any activity that would occur outside of existing ROWs or easements but would 

potentially be subject to additional environmental review.  

 

Upload the Word document with the requested information above  

• Name the file: [<last 4 digits Project ID>_NEPARFI_PDS_MMDDYY]  

• Each unique project should have its own Project Description file. For example, if you 

have five projects, you should submit five files. 

 

4. Permitting & EHP Milestone Template Submission 
Please download and complete the Permitting Milestone & EHP Template currently posted 

on the Link Up Idaho website. This template is required by NTIA to track project progress 

and includes key milestone dates for environmental/historic preservation reviews and federal 

permitting requirements. 

• During the Subgrantee Agreement Request for Information, many templates included 

preliminary high-level information. Now that projects are moving closer to 

implementation, it is important to transition from those high-level assumptions to a 

more detailed assessment. Subgrantees should be prepared to identify 

anticipated permits, approvals, and authorizations necessary to complete their 

projects. 

• Do NOT upload this file through the SGA RFI Salesforce form. 

• For additional guidance, please reference pages 17-19 of the Idaho BEAD 

Subgrantee Request for Information Guide. 

o Permitting Milestone & EHP Template 
o Idaho BEAD Subgrantee Request for Information Guide 

 

https://linkup.idaho.gov/idaho-bead-awardees/
https://linkup.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Idaho-EHP-Permit-Milestone-Template.xlsx.xlsx
https://linkup.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/SGA-RFI_Guide_Final_3.30.26.pdf
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Next Steps 

Due Date 

The due date for subgrantees with fully executed SGAs is Friday, August 14, at 5:00 PM MT. If 

your SGA has not yet been executed, this deadline does not apply to you at this time, and you 

should not complete this RFI. The IOB will provide additional guidance and a submission timeline for 

subgrantees whose SGAs have not yet been fully executed. 

Office Hours 

If you are interested in scheduling one-on-one office hours for technical assistance or have any 

general questions, please contact IdahoBEAD@mbakerintl.com. 

Identify NEPA Project Areas 

As noted on page two of this RFI, IOB will notify you when screening results are complete. After 

receiving this notification, IOB will propose an optional meeting to discuss the screening results and 

determine whether your project should be divided into multiple NEPA Project Areas.  

mailto:IdahoBEAD@mbakerintl.com
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