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Overview of the Request for Information (RFI)

NEPA Project Area Background

Intended Use of Submitted Data

Instructions for Responding



PURPOSE OF THE FORM

Data Collection for Compliance
The form collects detailed network data to facilitate compliance with NEPA and EHP guidelines mandated by
NTIA.

Environmental and Historical Preservation (EHP) Impact Assessment
Collected data enables accurate identification of project areas for assessing potential environmental and
historical impacts.

Streamlined Compliance Process
The purpose is to streamline compliance, minimize delays, and support broadband expansion while adhering
to federal requirements.
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WHAT ARE WE ASKING FROM YOU?

Network Design
Files

Fiber Segments (Routes/Line
Work), Ground Furniture and
Network Equipment, Tower
Locations.
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Project Design
Information

Word document describing
scope, location and nature
of construction activities
to support EHP review and
identify potential
environmental impacts.

Permitting & EHP
Milestone Template

Tracks project progress and
includes key milestone
dates for environmental /
historic preservation reviews
and federal permitting
requirements.



NETWORK DESIGN FILES

Providers are required to use Shapefiles or Geodatabase files to provide geospatial data,
following the provided example on the next slide.

M 4 Contents v o x [Elma
Fiber Segments (Routes/Line Work) - E
Classify backbone fiber and lateral fiber segments. —
Distinguish between ground disturbing and non-ground J‘ eeeeee P——
disturbing segments. P
[] Wireline Schema_Polyiines
Ground Furniture and Network Equipment Dmiemiow f
|dentify ground furniture and network equipment that willbe ]
installed in the right-of-way (e.g., electronic cabinets, junction B g o e et
boxes, setting of new poles) o e

Wireless Tower Locations (if applicable)
Identify tower locations to be installed as a part of the project.
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GIS DICTIONARY AND TEMPLATE

Download the folder with the template for shapefiles and geodatabase files.

* Thisfolder contains a Geospatial Lastupdated: 1172172098
. |Field Name for File Geodatabase Field Name for Shapefile Data Type Description
SC he ma I’efe rence d ocume nt. Th IS d ata |project_id project_id Text (50) Unique project ID as it is written in the Final Proposal
dictionary outlines required attribute 7 e e
fields including names, data types and name name Text (100) Tower/site name
. . . . _latitude latitude Double Latitude in decimal degrees
descrlptl ons for Creatlng prOJeCt |longitude longitude Double Longitude in decimal degrees
H H address address Text (150) Physical address or nearest landmark
geospatlal fll.eS :county county Text (50) County name
. . . |state state Text (2) State abbreviation
i Th| S fOld erinc '.Ud esS azi pped em pty |tower_type tower_type Text (50) Monopole, lattice, guyed, stealth
. . |tower_height_m tower_heig Double Tower height in meters
Shapeflle template and a leped empty |backhaul_fiber_connection backhaul_f Text (10) Backhaul fiber connection? Yes / No
geod atabase template for each Of the |backhaul_type backhaul_t Text (50) Fiber / Microwave / Satellite
. |backhaul_speed_gb backhaul_s Double Backhaul speed in gigabits per second
I’eq UeSted geOSpatlal featureS. |notes notes Text (255) Additional comments

* Using the geospatial templates, submit
the requested data from your project.
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Contents

Drawing Order

4 |:] Map

4 || Wireline_Schema_Pcints

A

4 || Tower_Schema_Points

(lll)

v B X

4[| Wireline_Schema_Polylines

|__| New Group Layer
| World Topographic Map

| World Hillshade

DMap X
95

130868 -~

Wireline_Schema_Polylines X

Field: 5 Add [EE Calculate = Selection: Cgg Select By Attributes

OBJECTID * Shape * project_id

111 Polyline | TX-123

N
N

Polyline < Nuli>

3|3 Polyline  <Nuli>
4 4 Polyline <Null>
5|5 Polyline  <Nuli>

Click to add new row.,

provider_name
test

<Null>

<Null>

< Null>

<MNull>

52y Switch

segment_id
test

<Null>
<Null>

< Null>

<Null>=

route_name
test street
<Null>
<Null>
<Null>

<Null>

length_ft
50
<Null>
< Null>
<Null>

< MNull>

(lln

619

Waterloo

tech_type

Optical Carrier /

<Null>
<Null>
<Null>

<Null>




¥, EHP Request for Information =

& 25 survey123.arcgis.com/share/924a179b1adf4f10992539f3b2474032
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The Idaho Office of Broadband (IOB) appreciates your partnership in
advancing the State's goal of achieving universal broadband coverage
and looks forward to working with you through the next stages of the
BEAD Program to deliver lasting connectivity and digital opportunity
across ldaho.

The |IOB requests network data to help fulfill both your organization's and

the IOB’s NEPA compliance obligations with the NTIA.

The data requested in this form includes proposed project routes,
equipment, and tower locations, and other related information. This data
will help the IOB identify potential NEPA project areas and other EHP
impacts, if applicable the IOB will assist you in reviewing and finalizing
before submission to the NTIA.

Contact Information .

Please provide the following information for the primary contact who will s o]
~

handle all NEPA, EHP and ESAPTT related questions on behalf of the 3

subgrantee.

Subgrantee*

First Name:*




Project Design Information

Please upload a Word document with the requested information included below.
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Project Limits

Project limits of each segment or location including length and
width in relation to existing right-of-way (ROW) or area.

Detailed Description

Include construction techniques (depth and location of any
underground, trenching, aerial placement, etc.) and construction
of new poles or towers.

Ground-Disturbing Activities

Detailed description of any other anticipated ground-disturbing
activity in the ROW and any activity that would occur outside of
existing ROW or easements but would potentially be subject to
additional environmental review.



WHAT IS A NEPA PROJECT AREA?

The full geographic footprint required to

construct or deploy a project.

* Includes all construction related elements and supporting
infrastructure

* Examples: Fiber routes, towers, staging areas, access roads,
central office equipment

* Everyproject has atleast one NEPA project area

.....

Projects may be split into multiple areas if:

A portion of the awarded project area may cause direct or indirect
physical, environmental or cultural impacts

* That portion has ‘independent utility’— meaning it can function on
its own without relying on other segments of the network.
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PERMITTING AND EHP MILESTONE TEMPLATE

* TheTemplateis used to track key milestones,
including EHP reviews and federal permit T inkup
app rova lS B ——— Expected Date to Complete Review

Process or Finalize Documentation | Expected Date of Approval or Permit Issuance by
for Authorizing Agency (or Expected Authorizing Agency; and Submission to I0B
Date for Other Specified Event)

Tracking Element Process or Submit Application to
Authorizing Agency

i Th e IO B Wil.l a S k fo r a l.i St Of State a nd l_oca I_ ;l Iied;la:hEHPg:;n;plianceTimeLine Note: This row represents the overall timeline for
Permits in a separate process

2.a Section 106 NHPA Compliance* (as applicable}- add lines as needed. Note: This
row represents the overall timeline for task 2.a.

2.a.1 Historic Resources Report and Survey

2.a.2 Archeological Background Study and Survey

* Download and complete the Template T ——
avai l-a b l-e O n th e Li n ku p I d a h O We bS ite a n d 2.b Clean Water Act Compliance Section (Water Resources) (as applicable for Section
401, 404 and/or 408) - add lines as needed. Note: This row represents the overall
S u rvey FO r m timeline for task 2.b.

2.b.1 Wetland Delineation

2.b.2 Water Resources Report

2.b.3 Consultation with US Army Corp of Engineers

d AS p rOj e CtS m Ove toWa rd i m p I.e m e nta ti O n I} 2.c Endangered Species Act Compliance** (as applicable)- add lines as needed. Note:

This row represenis the overall timeline for iask 2.c.

subgrantees should transition from
assumptions to a more detailed assessment ST

of expected federal permits and
authorizations.
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HOW EHP RFI RESPONSES ARE USED?

What Happens after you Submit? Sample Project Map

 Project data is reviewed using NTIA tools (APPEIT) il . g it o
e [|nitial environmental screening is completed by IOB. ' &

hhhhh

IOB Evaluation Process
* |dentify environmental or permitting risks

* Recommend potential NEPA Project Area splits
* Generate screening results and comments

What you can expect

* Excelfile with screening results

* Feedback on project segmentation

* Optional follow-up meeting to finalize approach I L T e e
« Submission into NTIA ESAPTT system o bastaniivad s gy RN

Koy NEPAID

CM##-BEAD-LA-###-#8#-N& '

O NEPA Project Area Boundary

<=+« County Borders
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NEXT STEPS

Upload all requested information to the official intake form.

Key Dates

Submit responses to the Request for Link Up
Information no later than August 14th, 2026 N Idaho

The Idaho Office of Broadband (IOB) appreciates your partnership in
advancing the State's goal of achieving universal broadband coverage
and looks forward to working with you through the next stages of the
BEAD Program to deliver lasting connectivity and digital opportunity
across ldaho.

Important

If a project’s SGA has not yet been executed, do
not submit a RFl response at this time. The IOB
will provide separate guidance and timelines for
projects with pending SGAs.

As a provisional subgrantee, the IOB requests network data to help fulfill
both your organization's and the IOB’s NEPA compliance obligations with
the NTIA.

The data requested in this form includes proposed project routes,
equipment, and tower locations, and other related information. This data
will help the IOB identify potential NEPA project areas and other EHP
impacts, if applicable the IOB will assist you in reviewing and finalizing
before submission to the NTIA.

Contact Information

Please provide the following information for the primary contact who will
handle all NEPA, EHP and ESAPTT related questions on behalf of the
subgrantee.

First Name:*
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NEXT STEPS

Please be on the lookout for the ESAPTT Questionnaire

ESAPTT Questionnaire

Environmental Screening and Permitting Tracking Tool (ESAPTT). A standardized questionnaire
used to collect project information and supporting documentation needed for NEPA and EHP
review. Responses help determine environmental requirements and support NTIA's environmental

approval process through ESAPTT

The network designs and projects description will help inform your responses to the ESAPTT
Questionnaire.

Key message: The ESAPTT Questionnaire is the next step in the environmental review process.
please watch for additional guidance on how this will be collected.

Link Up
N Idaho

14



-

For one-on-one technical assistance

-

office hours or any general questions,
please contact
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